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MEETING MINUTES - June 1st  
 

Attended:  Brenda Berry, Norma Cintron, Robin 
Donner, Br John Mary Kaspari, Anne Keller, Br Pio 
King (came later), Jeannie Kratzer, Janet Lukesh, Mary 
Marshall, Eileen Moore (had to leave early), Chuck 
Roach, Helen Rush, Marlene Skavnak, Debbie Watson. 
Aspirants: Karen Nelson. 
Visitors: Norma’s friend Claudia. 
 

Thank you, active members, for notifying a council 
member when you are unable to attend.  

You are in our prayers. 
 

Opening: Anne lead us in opening prayer. In honor of 
the 40th anniversary of our present Rule, Eileen shared a 
Summary of the Rule. (See page 3)  
 

The Minutes from the May meeting were approved as 
written.  
 

May Financial Report (Robin): 
Checking Starting Balance:     $1299.70 
   May Common fund contributions:             +245.00 
Checking Ending Balance:               $1544.70 
(Regional Fair Share is due in July) 
 

Savings Starting Balance:       $451.61 
   Income from can recycling:           16.00 
Savings Ending Balance:       $467.61 
 

The financial report was approved.  
 

Member news: Brenda shared that she has reached out 
to Janie, Mike B, Connie, Frank and Norma this month. 
 

Initial Formation report (Anne):  
The Orientation session in May went well. Ongoing 
meetings will be on the fourth Fridays here at the Friary. 
There will be two groups. Additional copies of The 
Franciscan Journey arrived today.  

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 
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Newsletter 

 
July 6th Fraternity meeting: This will be a Pot-Luck 
beginning at 5:30. A sign-up sheet was passed around. 
We will have Rule-sharing, but no business meeting. 
After the Holy Hour, we will watch a 60-minute movie 
about the Holy Land. 
 
Apostolates: 
 

Nursing Home Ministry: 
The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave,  St Paul, MN 55104 
Third Wednesdays: June 20th and July 18th, 6:30pm 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor 
330 Exchange St. South,  St Paul, MN 55102 

Fourth Thursdays: June 28th and July 26th, 6:30pm 
 

BINGO events at Lynnhurst are on hold as we work with 
the facility to find a workable schedule. 
 
Region Events: 
Steve and Eugene are attending the Annual Regional 
Ministers Gathering, June 1-3 at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buffalo.  
 
The Brothers’ report (Br John Mary):  
• Br John Mary attended the Regional conference for 

Spiritual Assistants (SA’s) today. There were 10 
people present. Fraternities are encouraged to have 
variety in their prayer forms. Kathy Taormina, the 
regional SA is appreciative of the prayers for her 
health, which is improving. 

• The Brothers are pleased that Br Seraphim was 
ordained to the Transitional Diaconate on May 12th 
(see pictures on pages 4 and 5) and to have him 
preside as Deacon at the Holy Hour this evening.  

• The Brothers had their Chapter meeting and elections 
on Pentecost Sunday, May 20th.  
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Ongoing Formation:  After the Holy Hour and 
refreshments, we broke into two groups for inspiring 
discussions of the Sunday readings and chapter 6 of The 
Perfect Joy of Saint Francis regarding Clare. Thank you 
to Robin and Jeannie for facilitating the groups.  
 

We returned as one group for intercessory prayer and 
concluded with the Prayer of Saint Francis. 

 
 

 “MUTUAL INVITATION” 
CALLED BY NAME TO SHARE 

 

A Fraternity may use a modified form of the Mutual 
Invitation method of sharing so all its members have a 
chance to share their thoughts in a safe and non-
threatening environment.  
1) The Leader begins the reading or a question, and 

then calls a member by name to share.  
a) The member called has 3 choices.  

i) Share  
ii) Pass for now – not ready to share, but will 

have a chance to share at the end of all the 
sharing.  

iii) Pass – does not care to share.  
b) The member sharing then calls the next member 

to share by name.   
c) This continues until all members have been 

called and all those members who have “passed 
for now” have been called on again.   

2) No one can share twice until all members have shared.  
-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

 
 
(See page 6 for an article that Janet found about 
Clare’s relationship with Francis. This relates to our 
discussion of chapter 6 in ongoing formation.) 
 
Start reading chapter 7 of The Perfect Joy of Saint 
Francis for the August 3rd Fraternity meeting. 
 

Meetings: (located at Queen of Peace Friary) 
 

June Council Meeting: 
Sunday, June 3rd, 7:00 – 8:30pm 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 
 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, June 22nd, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

Pot Luck Picnic  
with the Fraternity and the Brothers: 

Friday, July 6th, 5:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: John  
(Mike R back-up) 

(no business meeting) 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour 7:00pm followed by 
refreshments and a movie about the Holy Land. 

 

Treats: (whatever is left over from the Pot Luck) 

 

July Council Meeting: 
Sunday, July 8th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

All professed members are encouraged to attend 
 

Initial Formation: 
Friday, July 27th, 7:00 – 9:00pm 

 

Regular Fraternity Meeting 
Friday, August 3rd 

Business meeting 6:30pm 
 

Sharing of Rule: Will 
(with __ as back-up) 

 
Ongoing Formation 8:30 – 9:30pm 

Mass Readings for Sunday, August 5th 
Chapter 7 of The Perfect Joy of Saint Francis 

“A Crown of Roses and Thorns” pp 137 – 154 (top) 
 

 
John Paskiewicz – 6/5 

Eileen Moore – 6/7 
Br Joseph Katzmarek – 6/28 

Janie Carlson – 6/30 
Connie Bieza – 7/11 
Mike Bartel – 7/15 

John Rosensteel – 7/26 
Br Paschal Listi – 8/1 

 

Our newsletter is published monthly by the 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Eugene Krentz, OFS (952-288-8263)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Eileen Moore, OFS (612-721-1198) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp (651-675-9286) 
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Rule Sharing by Eileen: 
 
The Rule consists of a prologue, 3 chapters and 26 
articles  
 

I. Secular Franciscan Order 
     1. We are one family with all the Franciscan orders 
     2. The OFS is a vital part of the family with special 
secular characteristics 
     3. This rule is the 4th expression – making it 
accountable and relevant today 
 

II. Way of Life 
     4-6. Gives the meaning of gospel living in the 
Franciscan tradition 
     7-8. Conversion and worship explained as 
necessary preconditions for achieving this gospel life 
of union with Christ and one’s neighbors. 
     9-14. Description of manner of proclaiming the 
gospel every day by life style/ how seculars live in 
this world. 
     15-19. How we spread the gospel and witness to 
Christ with specific mode of apostolic activity or 
ministry 
 

III. Life in Fraternity 
     20. Fraternities are living and active communities 
     21. Lay leadership gives direction 
     22. Approved by the Church 
     23. Nurtured by new members/ formation happens 
     24-25. Community is built and sustained with 
regular meetings and financial contributions  
     26. Guided spiritually by trained assistants 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

June – July Prayer requests:  
Apostolates: 
• For God’s blessings on the apostolates of our 

Fraternity and the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 
• For one of the residents of Lynnhurst, Patricia, 

who is dying – and for peace and blessings on all 
whom we visit in the nursing homes. 

 

For Fraternity members’ and the Brothers’ needs: 
• In thanksgiving for all our blessings and for the 

needs of all those unable to attend the meeting. 
• For blessings on the Regional Ministers meeting. 
• In thanksgiving for the loving support of the 

Region. 
• For guidance for John who is on a silent retreat. 

• In thanksgiving for all those in Initial Formation.  
• For all those with acute or chronic health 

conditions, that they will experience consolation 
and healing - including Connie, Debbie, Eugene, 
Frank, Janet, Janie, Br Joseph, Mike Gross, 
Norma, as well as: 

o For Mike Bartel as he undergoes daily 
radiation treatments for cancer.  

o For healing of Jeannie’s pelvic fracture and 
relief of pain. 

• For guidance for the Brothers as they obtain a 
larger building for their Novice Friary. 

• For several of the Brothers on home visits. 
• In thanksgiving for Brother Seraphim’s ordination 

to the Transitional Diaconate. 
• In thanksgiving for the Brothers’ Chapter and 

elections at Pentecost.  
• For Steve and John – Postulants with the Brothers. 
 

For all our family members and friends who are dear 
to our heart and in need of our prayers. 
• For Chuck’s mom in memory care and on hospice 

– and for reconciliation of family members.  
• For Steve’s wife Pam who has COPD and lung 

cancer and is now on hospice care in California. 
• For the needs of the priests who are suffering. 
• For Debbie’s brother Dave who has cancer. 
• For the health of Norma’s parents and her sister. 
• For Karen’s daughter who graduating from high 

school – that she will grow in her faith. 
• For continued healing for Jeannie’s friend Vicky. 
• For Janet’s friend Joe who is going through a trial. 
• In thanksgiving for Ross Oden’s gradual 

improvement – in the hospital now for 4 months. 
For provision for his family during this difficult 
journey.  

• For continued healing for Regional Spiritual 
Assistant Kathy Taormina as she is scheduled for 
another knee surgery. 

 

For our country and our world. 
• For the talks with North Korea and for lasting 

peace. 
• For persecuted Christians in the Middle East. 
• For all those suffering from the volcanic eruption 

in Hawaii. 
• For relief from drought in New Mexico and the 

Southwest. 
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Brother Seraphim’s Ordination to the Diaconate, May 12th, 2018:  
 

          
  Brother Seraphim, Bishop Cuzins and 4 other new deacons 
 

         
   Brother Seraphim surrounded by the KaRen Community 
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 Brother Seraphim with Fraternity members and friends      Marlene, Anne, Rosemary, Helen 
 

     
 Andrena and Robin   Chuck          Mary and Jack receiving a blessing 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Br Pio encourages people to visit the pilgrimage site 
of Assumption Chapel in Cold Spring, MN: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assumption_Chapel 
 
Assumption Chapel, also known as the 
Grasshopper Chapel, was built in petition for relief 
from the Grasshopper Plagues of the 1870s. The 
Chapel is situated on the top of a hill on the outskirts 
of Cold Spring, Minnesota. Pilgrimage Road winds up 
the steep hill first lined with huge lilac bushes and 

then shrouded by enormous trees. The top of the hill 
is covered with lush grass and more trees. In the 
midst of a clearing in the trees stands the granite form 
of the Chapel. 
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ROME, OCT. 4, 2007 (Zenit.org).- Here is the text of a 
commentary written by Capuchin Father Raniero 
Cantalamessa, preacher of the Pontifical Household, on 
the relationship between Sts. Francis and Clare.  

* * * * * * * * * * * 
It has become commonplace to speak of the friendship 
between Clare and Francis in terms of falling in love. In 
his essay “Falling in Love and Loving,” the sociologist 
F. Alberoni says that “the relationship between St. Clare 
and St. Francis has all the characteristics of falling in 
love, sublimated or transferred to the Godhead.” 
Francis, like any man even if he is a saint, may well 
have experienced the attraction of woman and the call 
of sex. The sources tell us that in order to overcome a 
temptation of this kind the saint once rolled around in 
the snow in the depths of winter. 
But it was not Clare who was the object of the 
temptation! When a man and woman are united in 
God, this bond, if it is authentic, excludes all attraction 
of an erotic kind, without even a struggle. He or she is, 
as it were, sheltered. It is another kind of relationship. 
Between Clare and Francis there was certainly a very 
strong human bond, but it was paternal or fraternal in 
kind, not spousal. They were like two trees joined by 
their foliage, not by their roots. 
The extraordinarily profound understanding between 
Francis and Clare, which features so strongly in the 
Franciscan epic, does not come from “flesh and blood,” 
like that between Eloise and Abelard, or Dante and 
Beatrice (to quote two equally famous examples). If it 
had done so, it might have left some trace in the 
literature, but not in the history of sanctity. In one of 
Goethe’s well-known expressions, we could call the 
friendship of Francis and Clare an “elective affinity,” as 
long as we understand “elective” not only in the sense 
of people who have chosen each other, but who have 
made the same choice. 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry wrote that “being in love 
does not mean looking at each other, but looking 
together in the same direction.” Clare and Francis really 
didn’t spend their whole lives gazing at each other and 
feeling good together. They exchanged the fewest of 
words, probably only those reported in the sources. 
There was a tremendous reserve between them, so much 
so that at times the saint was affectionately chided by 
his brothers for being too harsh with Clare. 
Only at the end of his life do we see this rigor in the 
relationship soften, and Francis visits his “little plant” 
more and more frequently in search of comfort and 
confirmation. As death draws near and sickness 

consumes him, San Damiano becomes his refuge, and it 
is at her side that he intones the Canticle of Brother Son 
and Sister Moon, with its praise of “Sister Water,” 
“useful, humble, precious and chaste,” which might 
have been written with Clare in mind. 
Instead of looking at each other, Clare and Francis 
looked in the same direction, and we know what 
“direction” that was in their case. Clare and Francis 
were like two eyes always looking in the same direction. 
Two eyes are not just two eyes, I mean, not just one eye 
repeated. Neither of the two eyes is just an extra or a 
spare eye. Two eyes looking at an object from different 
angles give depth and relief to the object, enabling us to 
enfold it in our gaze. That is how it was for Clare and 
Francis. 
They looked at the same God, the same Lord Jesus, the 
same crucified one, the same Eucharist, but from 
different “angles,” each with their own gifts and the 
sensitivity proper to a man and a woman: masculine 
and feminine. Together, they understood more than two 
Francises or two Clares could have done. 
Recently, a good television film was made, called 
“Francis and Clare,” produced by Fabrizio Costa. It will 
run on Channel 1 of Italian Television (RAI Uno) on 
Oct. 6 and 7, and will soon be seen on English-language 
television, as it was originally shot in English. Better 
than Franco Zeffirelli’s “Brother Sun and Sister Moon,” 
it manages to avoid the romantic charm of a human 
love story. 
In the past there was often a tendency to present the 
personality of Clare as too subordinate to that of 
Francis, exactly like a “sister Moon” who lives in the 
reflected light of “brother Sun.” The latest example of 
this is John M. Sweeney’s study “Light in the Dark Age: 
the Friendship of Francis and Clare of Assisi.” 
All the more praiseworthy, then, the fact that the 
authors of this television fiction have chosen to present 
Francis and Clare as two parallel lives, interweaving 
and unfolding synchronically, with equal space given to 
the one and the other. This has never been done in this 
form before, and it echoes the sensitivities of today and 
contemporary efforts to highlight the important presence 
of women in history. But in this case, it is not a matter 
of ideological spin, but a portrayal of reality. 
Watching the preview of the film “Francis and Clare,” 
what struck me most was the symbolic opening scene. 
Francis is walking through a meadow and Clare follows 
him, almost playfully putting her feet in the footsteps 
left by Francis. He, asks her: “Are you following in my 
footsteps?” She replies brightly: “No, much deeper 
ones.” 
[English translation by Charles Serignat]  
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   AUGUST 5, 2018 
Eighteenth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
 

Reading 1    EX 16:  2-4,  12-1 5  
 

The whole Israelite community grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, 
"Would that we had died at the LORD's hand in the 
land of Egypt, as we sat by our fleshpots and ate our 
fill of bread! But you had to lead us into this desert 
to make the whole community die of famine!" 
 
Then the LORD said to Moses, 
"I will now rain down bread from heaven for you.  
Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily 
portion; thus will I test them, to see whether they follow 
my instructions or not. 
 
"I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites.  
Tell them: In the evening twilight you shall eat flesh, 
and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread, 
so that you may know that I, the LORD, am your God." 
 
In the evening quail came up and covered the camp.  
In the morning a dew lay all about the camp, 
and when the dew evaporated, there on the surface of 
the desert were fine flakes like hoarfrost on the 
ground. On seeing it, the Israelites asked one another, 
"What is this?" for they did not know what it was.  
But Moses told them, 
"This is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat." 
 
 

Gospel	 	 	 	 		 JN	6 : 	24 -35 	
 
When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his 
disciples were there, they themselves got into boats 
and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus.  
And when they found him across the sea they said to 
him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?"  
 

Jesus answered them and said, 
    "Amen, amen, I say to you, 
    you are looking for me not because you saw signs 
    but because you ate the loaves and were filled.  
    Do not work for food that perishes 
    but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
    which the Son of Man will give you.  
    For on him the Father, God, has set his seal."  
 

So they said to him, "What can we do to accomplish 
the works of God?"  
 

Jesus answered and said to them, 
    "This is the work of God,  
    that you believe in the one he sent."  
 

So they said to him, "What sign can you do, that we 
may see and believe in you? What can you do?  

Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written: 
He gave them bread from heaven to eat." 
 

So Jesus said to them, 
    "Amen, amen, I say to you, 
    it was not Moses who gave the bread from heaven; 
    my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.  
    For the bread of God is that which comes down  
    from heaven and gives life to the world." 
 

So they said to him, 
"Sir, give us this bread always."  
 

Jesus said to them, 
    "I am the bread of life; 
    whoever comes to me will never hunger, 
    and whoever believes in me will never thirst." 

_____________________________________ 
 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing 
 

Gaze on Him 
look on the words; 

read and listen to the Scripture with an open mind,  
let the words sink into you 

 

Consider Him 
ponder the words; 

think about what is being revealed  
in your heart and mind and soul 

 

Contemplate Him 
weigh the words; 

decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to the 
words and ponder that article 

 

Imitate Him 
outpour the words; 

take all of this into the world with a concrete action 
which today you state aloud 

 

…in	the	tradition	of	St.	Clare	of	Assisi	
	
 
 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 
 

2. What is the connection between the Gospel and 
the first reading? 
 

3. What word or phrase stands out? 
 

4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 
 

5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 
Rule? 
 

6. What can be my action response as an individual? 
 

7. What can be our action response as a Fraternity? 


